Interpreting the density of states extracted from organic solar cells using transient photocurrent measurements by MacKenzie, Roderick C. I. et al.
Interpreting the Density of States Extracted from Organic Solar Cells
Using Transient Photocurrent Measurements
Roderick C. I. MacKenzie,*,†,‡ Chris G. Shuttle,§ George F. Dibb,∥ Neil Treat,§ Elizabeth von Hauﬀ,⊥
Maxwell J. Robb,# Craig J. Hawker,# Michael L. Chabinyc,§ and Jenny Nelson∥,‡
†Faculty of Engineering, University of Nottingham, Nottingham, Nottinghamshire NG7 2RD, U.K.
‡FRIAS, School of Soft Matter Research, University of Freiburg, Albertstraβe 19, 79104 Freiburg, Germany
§Materials Department, University of California Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara, California 93106-5050, United States
∥Department of Physics, Imperial College London, South Kensington Campus, London SW7 2AZ, U.K.
⊥Institute of Physics, Hermann-Herder-Str. 3a, D-79104 Freiburg, Germany
#Materials Research Laboratory, University of California, Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara, California 93106-5121, United States
*S Supporting Information
ABSTRACT: The energetic distribution of trapped carrier states (DoS) in organic
photovoltaic (OPV) devices is a key device parameter which controls carrier mobility
and the recombination rate; as such, it can ultimately limit device eﬃciency. Recent
studies have attempted to measure the DoS from working OPV devices using transient
photocurrent methods adapted from the time-of-ﬂight (ToF) method originally
developed to measure mobility in thick unipolar devices. While a method to extract the
DoS from OPV devices using a simple optoelectronic means would be valuable, analysis
is complicated by the presence of both electrons and holes in the bipolar organic solar
cells. The presence of both carrier species leads to distortion of the extracted DoS due
to (a) recombination losses removing carriers from the photocurrent transient thus
changing its shape and (b) both LUMO and HOMO DoS features being observed
simultaneously in any measurement. In this paper we use a detailed device model to
determine the conditions under which the DoS can safely be extracted from the
transient photocurrent from bipolar devices. We show that under conditions of reverse bias it is possible to extract the
undistorted DoS from a working OPV device. We apply our method to estimate the DoS in a bulk heterojunction solar cell made
of a novel low band gap, diketopyrrolopyrrole-based polymer blended with [6,6]-phenyl-C71-butyric acid methyl ester
(PC71BM) and solar cells made of poly(3 hexylthiophene):phenyl-C61-butyric acid methyl ester (P3HT:PCBM) annealed over
a range of temperatures.
1. INTRODUCTION
Organic solar cells oﬀer the potential of a low-cost,1 mass-
produced,2−4, low-carbon source of electricity. Within the past
ﬁve years largely through the development of narrow bandgap
polymers5 designed to maximize absorbed solar radiation,
power conversion eﬃciencies have increased from 3%6 to over
10.0%.7 However, to further increase energy conversion
eﬃciency, a larger proportion of the photogenerated charge
carriers need to reach the contacts of the cell.8 To achieve this,
the carrier recombination lifetime (τ) and mobility (μ) of the
materials must be maximized.8 It is well-known that deep
energetic traps,9−13 in the distribution of electron and hole
states will reduce the mobility.9 Furthermore, it has recently
been demonstrated that charge recombination14−19 in organic
photovoltaic (OPV) devices takes place via energetically deep
carrier traps.20−24 Thus, the ability to measure the energetic
distribution of carrier trap states in a working OPV device is key
to understanding both recombination and mobility in these
material systems and thus to understanding why some materials
produce devices with high collection eﬃciencies and some do
not.8 Previous studies have attempted to determine the DoS
from working OPV devices using methods including
capacitance−voltage techniques,25 capacitance−frequency tech-
niques,26 sub-bandgap quantum eﬃciency measurements,27
space-charge-limited current techniques,28 and time-of-ﬂight
(ToF) methods.17 However, none of these techniques have yet
been able to reliably extract the DoS distribution from working
cells. Capacitance−voltage measurements can only be per-
formed on undoped or thick (unoptimized) devices;29
capacitance−frequency measurements can only access very
shallow traps;30 sub-bandgap quantum eﬃciency measurements
are hard to interpret because the matrix element may not be
constant;31 and space-charge limited techniques were devel-
oped to work on insulators while OPV materials are often
unintentionally doped.29 More recently, time-of-ﬂight (ToF)
photocurrent transient techniques,32−34 originally applied to
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probe the density of states in optically thick inorganic ﬁlms,
have been adapted to optically thin organic solar cells.17 In the
ToF technique32 a thin sheet of charge pairs is photogenerated
close to one contact by a laser pulse. Under a large applied ﬁeld,
carriers of one species are rapidly drawn to the closest contact,
leaving carriers of the other species to propagate across the
thick sample and generate a displacement photocurrent. As
these carriers propagate across the device, some of the carriers
become trapped and are subsequently released after a delay that
depends on the trap energy. At long times around an order of
magnitude later than the transit time, the current transient is
dominated by the detrapping of these carriers from relatively
shallow traps,35,36 while current measured later is dominated by
charge detrapping from deeper traps. Using an appropriate
transform the current transient can thus be used to estimate the
relative magnitude of the DoS as a function of energy.32 A key
condition to using the ToF technique in this way is that the
device must be optically thick so that only one carrier species
will be studied at a time. However, optically thick devices may
diﬀer in their internal microstructure and electronic processes
compared to working solar cells and can additionally be diﬃcult
to fabricate. In an optically thin organic solar cell the laser pulse
will excite electrons and holes throughout the entire device
rather than only close to the contact.23 As a result, the
measured current transient at long times will contain current
from both the detrapping of electrons and holes, preventing the
clean measurement of either DoS distribution. Furthermore,
the presence of the two carrier species will enable
recombination during transit, and this can signiﬁcantly distort
the extracted DoS. Despite these diﬃculties, the measurement
technique is the most simple and potentially most powerful
method yet proposed to extract the DoS from a working device.
Therefore, in this paper we investigate the conditions under
which the transient current measurements can retain a faithful
image of the DoS of either carrier type. To this end, we
experimentally measure photocurrent transients from bulk
heterojunction solar cells made from two diﬀerent material
systems over a range of measurement conditions. We then
apply a macroscopic device model23 to understand how the
measurement conditions inﬂuence the apparent shape of the
extracted DoS. We obtain a set of measurement conditions
under which photocurrent transient techniques deliver a faithful
estimate of the DoS in real devices. For clarity, we diﬀerentiate
between ToF and transient photocurrent (TPC) by deﬁning
ToF as a technique used on optically thick cells with at least
one blocking contact and TPC as a technique used on optically
thin cells with nonblocking contacts.
2. EXPERIMENTAL SECTION
Transient photocurrent measurements were performed at 238
and 293 K on an optimized device made from the low bandgap
material PDPP2FT blended with PC71BM at short circuit and
at an applied bias of −2 V. We also studied a series of devices
made from poly(3-hexylthiophene) (P3HT) blended with
PCBM at a temperature of 293 K under short circuit, −1 V, and
−2 V. Three P3HT:PCBM devices were studied in total, each
with a diﬀerent post processing annealing temperature applied
(140 °C, 80 °C, and no annealing). The fabrication of these
devices is described in detail in the Supporting Information. A
diagram of the experimental TPC transient measurement
system can be seen in Figure 1. It comprises of a solar cell, a
voltage source (Vapp), a 520 nm Nd:YAG laser, and a sense
resistor (Rsense). The transients were obtained by biasing the
system with the desired electrical bias then applying a short (5
ns) optical pulse from the laser. The resulting current transient
is measured over Rscense using an oscilloscope.
23,37
A diagram of a typical TPC transient, as would be measured
by the experimental system, can be seen in Figure 2a. The
transient can be divided into ﬁve distinct regions. When the
laser pulse illuminates the sample, free charge carriers are
photogenerated throughout the solar cell, and they start to drift
and diﬀuse to the contacts generating a current plateau (region
I). As organic solar cells are quite thin (∼100−250 nm), they
generally have a high geometric capacitance, which means the
RC response of the system often dominates this region. While
the carriers travel to the contacts, trapping and detrapping of
carriers occur. This retards the transport of some carriers, which
causes the end of region I to drop in magnitude (region II).
During regions I and II some carriers become trapped from
transport states into energetically deep traps.
If these carriers do not recombine, they can detrap and
produce a current (region III). As time increases, carriers detrap
from progressively deeper traps. At very long times all carriers
have either been extracted or recombined thus the transient
ends (region IV). Finally, when all the photoexcited carriers
Figure 1. (a) A diagram of the TPC measurement system; the red and
blue balls represent both electrons and holes being present in the cell
at the same time. (b) The structure of the narrow bandgap polymer
PDPP2FT. (c) The structure of P3HT.
Figure 2. (a) An example of a typical TPC transient with the dark
diode current removed. (b) The DoS extracted from the TPC
transient in (a). The graph has been color coded so one can tell which
parts of the DoS were formed from which time period in (a).
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have left the device, the dark diode current remains. This has
already been subtracted oﬀ Figure 2a; thus, the ﬁnal region V
consists only of noise. Regions I−II are commonly referred to
as the pre-transit, and regions III−V are commonly referred to
as the post-transit.
One of the most simple methods for estimating the DoS
from experimental ToF data (as depicted in Figure 2a) is one
ﬁrst proposed by Seynhaeve,33 later improved upon by Main35
and applied to organic solar cells by Street.17 The result of their
work is that when the current is dominated by detrapping from
a distribution of trap states, the DoS g(E) is proportional to the
product of the current i(t) and time t





where v is the volume of the sample, f is the fraction of states
ﬁlled at each energy level, k is Boltzmann’s constant, T is the
temperature, and q is the charge on an electron. In the
derivation of this equation it is assumed that at time t only the
carriers at energy E fully detrap;35 there is no carrier retrapping
and no recombination. The relation
=E t kT v t( ) ln( )0 (2)
is used to relate the time (t) at which a carrier is extracted to
the trap depth in terms of energy E, where v0 is the attempt to
escape frequency. During the derivation33 it is also assumed
that the relative number of carriers which are captured into
each trap level depends upon the density of states at that energy
level and not the trap’s energetic depth; i.e., this assumes the
rate of carrier transport downhill in energy does not depend
upon the energetic gradient. Thus, the relative carrier
population captured at each energy level is proportional to
the DoS distribution.35,36 To obtain an absolute DoS
distribution the proportion of traps ﬁlled ( f) must be known
just after the laser pulse has ended. This is diﬃcult to accurately
estimate; therefore, eq 1 is usually normalized to a maximum of
one, and a relative DoS distribution is obtained. Then the
energy of 0 meV is deﬁned as the mobility edge and positive
energies represent trapped states below the mobility edge. The
transient depicted in Figure 2a has been transformed with eqs 1
and 2, and the result is shown in Figure 2b. The data in Figures
2a,b have been color-coded to show which time periods
correspond to which energy levels. As the transformation
assumes that the current is dominated by detrapping, this
approach is only valid in region III where the current should be
dominated by detrapping of trapped carriers. Regions I and II
are dominated by transport, region IV is dominated by
recombination, and region V is dominated by noise; thus, the
transform is not valid in these regions.
3. RESULTS
F igu r e 3 shows the DoS ex t r a c t ed f rom the
PDPP2FT:PC71BM cell at short circuit (0 V) and −2 V by
using eq 1. The value of the carrier attempt to escape rate (v0)
required to calibrate the energy axis was (eq 2) was obtained by
adjusting v0 until the DoS functions at both temperatures lay on
top of each other; this yielded a value of v0 = 1 × 10
7 s−1. The
region between −0.1 and 0.05 eV is an artifact from the pre-
transit and the RC response of the systemit obscures any
DoS structure between 0.0 and 0.05 eV. In reverse bias at 0.2
eV the extracted DoS starts to trend upward. Recently, Street
presented TPC data collected on the PCDTBT:PCBM material
system,17 where he also observed such behavior. This could
potentially be attributed to a deep trap in the material
system23,38 but will be discussed in detail later. It can be seen
that a shallow tail of slope 85 meV is extracted at −2 V and a
broader tail of 130 meV is extracted at short circuit. Previously,
it has been suggested that in a device with asymmetric
mobilities the carriers of the species with the higher mobility
will be swept out of the device ﬁrst, leaving behind the carrier
species with the lower mobility to form the post-transit current
from which the DoS can be extracted.17 Our observation of two
distinct tail slopes cannot be accounted for if this explanation is
true under all circumstances.
Figure 4 plots the measured DoS functions for a series of
P3HT:PCBM cells which were unannealed (red), annealed at
80 °C (green) and annealed at 140 °C (blue) after fabrication.
The TPC measurements were performed at short circuit (thin
lines), −1V (thick lines) and −2V (thickest lines).
It can be seen that between 0 and 0.08 eV the slope of the
DoS when measured in reverse bias for all annealing
temperatures is 60 meV. This is in line with previous
experimental data for the P3HT:PCBM material system
which reported values of 57 meV24 and 60 meV.23 The two
exceptions to this trend are the annealed devices when
measured a t shor t c i r cu i t . Thus , a s w i th the
Figure 3. A plot of the DoS extracted directly from a
PDPP2FT:PC71BM solar cell at −2 V and at short circuit (0V).
Figure 4. A plot of the DoS extracted from TPC measurements
obtained from series of P3HT:PCBM solar cells which were
unannealed (red), annealed at 80 °C (green) and annealed at 140
°C (blue). The TPC measurements were performed at short circuit
(thin lines), −1 V (thick lines), and −2 V (thickest lines).
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PDPP2FT:PC71BM device we observe a voltage dependence
of the extracted DoS. Between 0.08 and 0.17 eV the extracted
DoS of the unannealed device ﬂattens out, while the extracted
DoS for the devices annealed at 80 and 140 °C continues to
fall. This observed decrease in deep states upon annealing could
potentially be the reason why the hole mobility and eﬃciency
of P3HT:PCBM devices increase when annealed39 (this will be
investigated later in the paper). Between 0.13 and 0.25 eV the
DoS extracted from all the devices is a strong function of
voltage. Again, this is not consistent with the concept that only
the DoS of the slowest charge type is being accessed.17 The
above experimental data pose a number of questions: (1) Why
does applied bias appear to change the slope of the extracted
DoS? (2) Does neglecting the presence of the two carrier
species during the above analysis limit the usefulness of the
experimental data? (3) Is the LUMO or HOMO DoS being
accessed? (4) What inﬂuence do asymmetric electron and hole
mobilities have on the transient. (5) What does the apparent
reduction in deep states in the P3HT:PCBM upon annealing
mean? In the remainder of the paper we address these
questions using a numerical diode model and determine what
information our experimental measurements have provided
about the DoS in these devices. This results in a simple
experimental way to access and understand the DoS in
functioning organic solar cells.
4. THEORETICAL ANALYSIS
In the following pages, we use a macroscopic device model that
incorporates the eﬀects of charge trapping in tail states23 to
simulate TPC transients. For the simulations we set the
HOMO and LUMO DoS tail slopes to be 100 and 50 meV,
respectively, and attempt to extract the HOMO and LUMO
distributions from the simulated transients under various
measurement conditions. We use these simulations to establish
the conditions in which the TPC measurements in section 3
provide reliable information about the DoS distribution in these
organic solar cells. Initially, we investigate a simulated device
with symmetric electron and hole parameters (excluding DoS
tail slopes); then we vary the device parameters to investigate
the eﬀects of material properties on our ability to extract the
DoS from the transients. The numerical model has previously
been described in detail elsewhere.23 Brieﬂy, it solves Poisson’s
equation and the bipolar drift diﬀusion23,40,41 equations in 1D
to account for transport and electrostatic eﬀects.23 Carrier
recombination and trapping in the active layer are described
using the Shockley−Read−Hall mechanism.23 The distribution
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where E is the distance between the mobility edge and the trap
level, LUMO/HOMO is the slope of the DoS distribution, and
LUMO/HOMO is the density of states at the mobility edge. A
1D band diagram of the model is shown in Figure 5a, and a
diagram of the exponential trap distribution is shown in Figure
5b. Further detail about the model including a full list of device
parameters can be found in the Supporting Information. The
simulated device has a short circuit current of Jsc = 9.5 mA
cm−2, an open circuit voltage of Voc = 0.60 V, and a ﬁll factor of
FF = 0.62; the device had a power conversion eﬃciency of 3.0%
at 1 sun illumination.
4.1. Why Does Applied Bias Appear To Change the
Slope of the extracted DoS? Previously, it has been
suggested that in a TPC measurement the charge carrier with
the lowest mobility will dominate the long time scale part of the
transient, and therefore TPC can be used to measure the trap
distribution of the slowest charge carrier at short circuit.
However, in Figures 3 and 4, it can be seen that the extracted
DoS is dependent upon the applied voltage, and therefore the
above statement cannot be correct. To understand this voltage
dependence, TPC simulations were performed over a range of
applied biases between −2.0 and +2.0 V in the dark. The
resulting extracted DoS function can be seen in Figure 6. With
an applied bias of −2 V the 100 meV HOMO tail can be
Figure 5. (a) A 1D band diagram of the device model showing the distributions of trap states below the LUMO and above the HOMO. (b) A 0D
energy space slice through the 1D model, showing the discretized trap distribution. Rnc, Rne, Rpc, and Rpe represent electron capture, electron escape,
hole capture, and hole escape rates, respectively. Note the ﬁlled trap states in (b) approximate the distribution of the DoS because the carrier
trapping rate is not dependent upon trap depth (this is discussed in the text above). The Shockley−Read−Hall recombination pathways have not
been drawn for brevity.
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extracted, and as the voltage increases, the extracted tail slope
decreases.
The reason the extracted DoS is a function of voltage can be
understood by examining Figure 7 which plots the extracted
DoS at short circuit as a function of recombination cross
section. The electron and hole recombination cross sections
determine the rate at which the free electrons (holes) can
recombine with the trapped holes (electrons). A smaller cross
section means less recombination. As recombination is reduced
within the device the HOMO distribution can be more
accurately recovered. This indicates that at short circuit
recombination is distorting the extracted DoS. At large negative
biases the extracted HOMO DoS is not aﬀected by
recombination for three reasons: (1) the applied negative bias
reduces the background carrier population in the device thus
reducing recombination; (2) the higher ﬁeld removes
detrapped and free carriers from the device more quickly
giving them less time to recombine; and (3) the applied ﬁeld
sweeps away any free carriers remaining from the photo-
excitation which have not become trapped, again reducing
recombination.
In summary, at short circuit recombination can distort the
DoS extracted from a TPC transient. By performing TPC
measurements at high electric ﬁelds in reverse bias,
recombination is minimized and distortion to the DoS reduced.
4.2. Is the LUMO or HOMO DoS Being Accessed in
Experimental Measurements? We can understand why only
the HOMO and not the LUMO will be measured at −2 V in
Figure 6 and gain a better understanding of TPC transients by
examining Figure 8. This ﬁgure plots snapshots of the carrier
population within the HOMO and LUMO traps in energy
space taken from the center of the device between 5 × 10−9 and
1 × 10−3 s. At 5 × 10−9 s the laser has just turned oﬀ, and the
distribution of carriers in the LUMO and HOMO is
approximately exponential. It can be seen that the broader
HOMO tail captures more charge carriers at each energy level.
This is because the carrier trapping rate in Shockley−Read−
Hall (SRH) theory is proportional to the number of trap states
at any given energy. Because the HOMO captured more
carriers at each energy level during the pre-transit, it will
therefore be able to supply more charge to the post-transit
transient per unit time. This will mean holes will dominate the
TPC transient and thus only the HOMO DoS would be
observed in any experimental measurement. According20 to eq
2, carriers in shallower traps will take less time to detrap than
carriers in deep traps. This can be seen at 1 × 10−7 s between
0.0 and 0.15 eV where there is a reduced carrier density close to
the mobility edge. Even though at 1 × 10−7 s the laser pulse has
ﬁnished, it can be seen that the magnitude of the carrier density
at energies below 0.15 eV is still increasing. This is because
carriers are escaping the shallow energy traps, becoming free
and then being recaptured into deeper energy traps. Once a
carrier is captured into a deep trap, it takes longer for it to
escape; hence, there is a redistribution of carriers from shallow
traps to deep traps. Even though the device is biased at −2 V to
minimize recombination, it can be seen that there is still a
reduction of carriers in very deep traps as time progresses due
to annihilation (0.57−0.60 eV in the hole distribution).
Previously, it has been implied17 that all carrier traps need to
be ﬁlled to extract the DoS correctly, as can be seen from the
ﬁgure the initial distribution of carriers automatically follows
Figure 6. Inﬂuence of simulated applied bias on the extracted DoS in
the dark. The HOMO DoS can only be extracted at negative voltages
because recombination is low allowing carriers to detrap and reach the
contacts without recombining.
Figure 7. Extracted DoS as short circuit as a function of recombination
cross section. It can be seen that the DoS is distorted at short circuit
when recombination is high (large cross section).
Figure 8. Evolution with time of the distributions of carriers within the
LUMO and HOMO as a function of energy. It can be seen that the
HOMO initially captures more carriers; this is because the tail is
broader and has more states at each energy level. This energy slice is
taken from the middle of the device.
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the DoS distribution so ﬁlling all the traps is not necessary;
indeed, only about 2% of the DoS states are initially occupied.
The simulated device considered so far had the same absolute
magnitude of carrier traps at the mobility edge NLUMO = NHOMO
= 5 × 1025 m−3 eV−1. Figure 9 considers the case when the
absolute magnitude of the HOMO DoS is reduced from 1 ×
1026 to 1 × 1019 m−3 eV−1, while keeping the magnitude of the
electron DoS ﬁxed at 5 × 1025 m−3 eV−1. As the magnitude of
the hole DoS is reduced, it is apparent that the tail slope of the
extracted DoS shifts from 100 to 50 meV. As described above,
this is because the DoS with more states per energy level will
capture more carriers in the pre-transient and be able to
dominate the post-transient current. This opens up an
interesting possibility of making OPV bulk heterojunction
devices with a low concentration of one component of the
blend in order to selectively measure the DoS of the other
component. This would however only be possible for BHJ
materials which produce a measurable photocurrent when
either the acceptor or donor formed a signiﬁcantly larger
component of the blend. An analogous evaluation of the time
evolution of charges in dye-sensitized solar cells has been
performed by Barzykin and Tachiya.43
4.3. What Inﬂuence Do Asymmetric Mobilities Have
on the Extracted DoS? If a carrier spends a long time in the
device, there is a high probability that it will recombine or
retrap thus distort the TPC transient. To investigate the
inﬂuence carrier transport has on the DoS extracted from TPC
transients, TPC simulations were performed in reverse bias (−2
V) with the absolute value of the eﬀective free electron mobility
varied from 1 × 10−9 to 1 × 10−5 m2 V−1 s−1, while the eﬀective
free hole mobility was maintained at a value of 1 × 10−5 m2 V−1
s−1. It was found that when the electrons had a very low
mobility, neither the HOMO or LUMO could be recovered
from the TPC transient because the electrons remain within the
device, distorting the hole current through recombination.
When the applied voltage was increased from −2 to −10 V
reducing the time carriers spend in the device, the HOMO tail
could again be recovered. If one examines the experimental data
from the PCDTBT:PCBM device in Figure 3 at short circuit, it
can be seen that there is a plateau between 0.2 and 0.35 eV; this
resembles the plateau between 0.2 and 0.4 eV in the simulated
data in Figure 10. This suggests that the DoS obtained from the
PCDTBT:PCBM device at short circuit is distorted by
recombination due to the carriers not being extracted from
the device quickly enough. At −2 V a Gaussian shape starts to
appear between 0.2 and 0.4 eV in the PCDTBT:PCBM DoS.
Similar features have been observed by other authors.38 We
attribute this feature to dynamic carrier eﬀects caused by fast
recombination. Dynamic voltage dependent features in the DoS
are provided in the Supporting Information.
5. UNDERSTANDING THE P3HT:PCBM DATA
In section 4 we showed that when the extracted DoS no longer
appears to change as a function of negative bias, the extracted
DoS is a reliable estimation of the trap state distribution; with
this in mind we can now interpret the P3HT:PCBM data in
Figure 4. The P3HT:PCBM cells annealed at 80 and 140 C
(blue and green lines in Figure 4) show a signiﬁcant change in
the extracted DoS between 0.0 and 0.15 eV when the applied
bias is changed from short circuit to −1 V . However, when the
applied bias is changed from −1 to −2 V, the extracted DoS
between 0.0 and 0.15 eV does not change. This suggests that
recombination at short circuit is high enough to distort the
extracted DoS in the P3HT:PCBM cell, but an accurate DoS is
being extracted at more negative voltages in this region.
Between 0.125−0.25 eV (0.17−0.25 eV) the DoS extracted
from the devices annealed at 140 °C (80 °C) varies as a
function of applied voltage for all biases; thus, from this data we
cannot be sure the true DoS is being accessed in this energy
range. If the experimentally extracted DoS for the unannealed
P3HT:PCBM solar cell (red lines, Figure 4) is examined
between 0.13 and 0.25 eV, it can be seen that the extracted DoS
appears to change signiﬁcantly as a function of voltage; thus,
again this is probably not a true representation of the DoS in
this energy region. However, between 0 and 0.13 eV the
extracted DoS remains unchanged as the applied bias is varied.
This suggests that the observed exponential tail between 0 and
0.1 eV and the small plateau between 0.1 and 0.13 eV are real
features of the DoS. Upon annealing, the plateau between 0.1
and 0.13 eV disappears. It has previously been reported that as
a P3HT:PCBM solar cell is annealed the hole mobility
increases and the eﬃciency increases;39,44,45 this reduction in
Figure 9. DoS extracted when the magnitude of the HOMO tail is
reduced. The HOMO dominates at high trap densities; however, as
the density of the HOMO traps falls, the LUMO tail becomes
observable. The tail with the most states per unit energy will dominate
the extracted DoS because it can capture more carriers during the pre-
transit phase and thus contribute more current to the post-transit
current. These simulations were performed at an applied bias of −2 V.
Figure 10. Extracted DoS when the simulated LUMO mobility is
reduced by 6 orders of magnitude, at −2 V applied bias in the dark.
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deep trap states at 0.1−0.13 eV could be the reason for this
increase in mobility.
6. CONCLUSION
In this work, we measured TPC transients produced from an
optimized PDPP2FT:PC71BM solar cell and a series of
P3HT:PCBM solar cells annealed at diﬀerent temperatures.
We then extracted the apparent DoS from the measured
transients. The extraction of the DoS was complicated due to
the presence of two carrier species. In order to aid
understanding of the experimental results, we used a micro-
scopic device model to perform a series of TPC simulations. In
general, we found that the DoS which can capture most carriers
during the pre-transit will produce most current during the
post-transit. Hence, in general the DoS with most states will be
observed. It was found that the extracted DoS of the
PDPP2FT:PC71BM cell varied as a function of applied voltage.
Our simulations suggested that this was due to recombination
and transport eﬀects distorting the transient. The DoS
extracted from the P3HT:PCBM cell changed signiﬁcantly
between short circuit and −1 V; however, it remained constant
when the applied voltage was increased from −1 to −2 V .
Therefore, at negative voltages larger than −1 V the true DoS
was extracted. The DoS in all three P3HT:PCBM cells
(unannealed, annealed at 80 °C, and annealed at 140 °C)
ﬂattened out at deeper energies; however, these regions became
voltage dependent, which suggests the true DoS was not being
measured. We observed a small voltage independent plateau in
the unannealed cell which disappeared upon annealing. This
could be the cause for the increased hole mobility and eﬃciency
observed in P3HT:PCBM solar cells. In general, we ﬁnd that
TPC data can be used to extract the DoS from OPV devices.
However, the measurements should be performed over a range
of negative voltages, and only when the extracted DoS stops
changing as a function of voltage, can one be sure the true DoS
distribution is being observed and not carrier dynamic-based
eﬀects. Finally, we recommend that TPC measurements be
combined with either detailed device modeling or comple-
mented with other experimental techniques38 to conﬁrm both
the slope of the exponential tails and presence of deep traps.
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